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by J H Shorthouse, 1846. MS. 7202 
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INTRODUCTION 


The year 1995/96 was marked by a diversity of activities, on both departmental 
and wider scales. Significant proportions of staff time were devoted to Library- 
wide responsibilities such as the Library Information System Search Party 
(LISSP) and the Working Party on Library Promotion. The latter was especially 
demanding. Other activities transcending the exclusively departmental duties of 
the staff included Poynter Room (Rare Materials Reading Room) administration 
and supervision, Library Enquiry Desk work (by Chris Hilton), exhibitions, and 
contributing to the Medical Archives and Manuscripts Survey (MAMS). At the 
strictly departmental level, Chris Hilton persevered with some of the less glam- 
orous tasks requiring attention — sorting and listing new accessions of modern 
case files from Ticehurst Hospital, and integrating the large collection of 
Florence Nightingale photocopies into our systems. The Curator’s time was 
largely devoted to editorial work on the supplementary catalogue of manu- 


scripts, and other routine housekeeping, reporting and representative functions. 


A significant change of direction in cataloguing occurred during the year when 
we decided to abandon plans for a database of Autograph Letters, for reasons 
outlined below. We have emphatically not rejected automated cataloguing, but 
have belatedly concluded that the Autograph Letters Collection is beyond sav- 
ing and should be put out of its misery; it will be gradually liquidated and inte- 


grated into the main manuscripts series. 


A number of people have helped us during the year. Mr Arthur Rayner presented a 
notebook of lectures at the Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital, London; Dr Ruth 
Hoffman donated two autograph letters, and Mr David Hoffman a collection of 
testimonials. Dr Mark Littlewood added further papers to an existing collection of 
records of his family’s medical practice. Finally the Lister Institute presented two 
letters by Lord Lister. We thank them all for their generosity. Our colleagues in the 
Library, Academic Unit and the Wellcome Centre have also been supportive, and 
we should like to thank, in particular, Sarah Bakewell, Shirley Dixon and Ken 
Arnold for assistance with Library exhibitions, and Bill Bynum, Vivian Nutton and 
Caroline Tonson-Rye for helping us to promote our collections through Medical 
History. We believe that our steadily rising readership reflects the promotion of the 
Western Manuscripts Collection by this and other means. 


ACCESSIONS 


Manuscripts 
Sir Henry Wellcome’s collection of manuscripts was both a personal one and 
part of a historical vision of enormous compass. Despite the alienations of the 
post-1936 period, the collection remains one of startling heterogeneity, only 
explicable by reference to these antecedents. It is not, even now, merely a col- 


lection for the history of medicine. 


Our accessions this year have been more than usually influenced by the kalei- 
doscopic Wellcome inheritance. One of the earliest manuscripts acquired, a 
seventeenth-century French manual of chiromancy and physiognomy 
(MS.7136), is a reminder of the strong strand of alternative science and medi- 
cine present in the collection. The manuscript gives instructions for reading 
palms and faces, and is illustrated with various sketches and tables. Also from 
the seventeenth century, though a product of the intellectual establishment 


rather than the fringe, is a draft Latin memorandum on the University of Perugia 


giving the structure of the various faculties and outlining the duties of the profes- 
sors (MS.7153). The Faculty of Medicine was the second largest, with eight chairs. 


Diagrams of hands, from a French manual of chiromancy and physiognomy, 
17th century. MS. 7136 


The establishment is also represented by a medical and surgical compendium, 
compiled by a French student in the 1730s, which we acquired this year 
(MS.7217). The compiler is unnamed, but was clearly a student of surgery. He 
records lectures delivered by Jean Astruc (1684-1766), Professor of Medicine 
at the Collége Royal, Paris, in 1737, on chest diseases, rheumatism, gout and 
scurvy. The notes are in French and, since Astruc lectured in Latin, are pre- 
sumably therefore a translation from an original Latin text. We know that 
Astruc’s lectures were in heavy demand and frequently copied in the mid-eigh- 
teenth century. Most surviving manuscripts of his lectures are in the vernacu- 
lar, and it was usually by means of vernacular copies that students of surgery 
were able to tap into some of the best practical medical instruction available in 
France. The compiler has added an anonymous treatise on head wounds, as 
well as two printed Strasbourg dissertations, suggesting that he was perhaps 


from Alsace. 


The Parisian medical world of a century later is illuminated by another of the 
year’s accessions, the diary of an unnamed English medical student in 
1834-1835 (MS.7147). While lecture notes survive in quantity, the hectic 
round of the nineteenth-century medical student seems to have allowed few the 
leisure to record their life outside the lecture theatre. To add further interest, 
our man was spending an academic year in Paris to finish his medical training 
(internal evidence suggests that he was one James Surrage, who took an MD at 
Edinburgh in 1835). He gives detailed descriptions of what he heard in lectures 
and saw on the hospital ward. He is often unimpressed by his encounters: the 
recently introduced stethoscope he deems overrated, the difficulty of distin- 
guishing the various noises it disclosed proving an obstacle to utility. Equally 
fascinating are his accounts of life outside his studies; his chilly and rather lone- 
ly existence in rented rooms, drinking bad coffee and having to put up with 


music coming through the wall — the authentic note of student life in any era. 


After his brief sojourn at the top table in Edinburgh and Paris, Surrage moved 
into the obscurity of provincial practice in Warminster. The world of the nine- 
teenth-century country practitioner is one that is only relatively recently being 
revealed via historical records, having formerly been viewed largely through the 
lens of fiction. The effect that an event such as the first epidemic of cholera had 


on his mundane existence is easier to imagine than to document, but we have 


Dr C K Ackland’s visiting carriage with driver, c.1900. MS. 7215/18. See p.6 


made one small step in the requisite direction with the purchase of the record 
of cholera cases kept by an unnamed Bicester surgeon during the terrible sum- 
mer of 1832 (MS.7219). In all, 199 cases were reported between 7 June and 22 
July, ranging from patients aged six months to 73 years, of whom 64 died. 
Although this seems an astonishing rate of morbidity in a small town of per- 
haps 3000 inhabitants (albeit a below-average rate of mortality), the figures 
must be interpreted with care as it is not clear from how wide a geographical 


area the victims were drawn. 


The compiler of the cholera statistics was probably William Dawson, a local 
surgeon about whom we know little else. Rather more is known about Joseph 
Henry Shorthouse (d.1883), the author of a manuscript treatise on dentistry 
(1846) that we purchased this year (MS.7202). Shorthouse was a man of many 
parts, practising physician and surgeon, published medical author, founder and 
editor of the Sporting Times, and expert on bloodstock. Until now his early 
interest in the extraction of teeth was unsuspected. The treatise is an elabora- 


tion of the advantages of the use of dental forceps over the dental key, and was 


clearly intended for publication. At the time Shorthouse seems to have been 
practising as a surgeon at Tonbridge; we know he had been a student at Guy’s, 
presumably studying under Thomas Bell, and it is clear from the treatise that 
he had already had considerable experience in pulling teeth. His failure to find 
a publisher perhaps accounts for his melancholy comment on the fly-leaf: 
“Cure for Toothache — read a book wretchedly written on the extraction of 


Teeth; This will generally procure sleep when nothing else will. J.H.S.”. 


Moving from the medical everyman to the ultimate medical celebrity, we have 
purchased some notes of conversations between Florence Nightingale and her 
relative and supporter, Arthur Hugh Clough (MS.7204), whose early death is 
commemorated in The Scolar Gypsy by his friend and fellow poet, Matthew 
Arnold. On her return from the East, Florence Nightingale flung herself into 
reforming the deficiencies in medical care revealed by the Crimean War. The 
conversations occurred in 1859, during this important period in her life; topics 
covered range from details of nursing administration to general meditations on 
God, the divine will and motherhood. In one conversation, Clough records 
Florence Nightingale’s views on the relative importance of theoretical and 
practical training for nurses: the nursing superintendent in a hospital should 
have a lecture room at her disposal, but Nightingale “only proposed the lec- 
tureship because of Miss Blackwell who had a time for lecturing, but ... if she 
[i.e. the superintendent] were a sensible woman ... she would gradually take to 


the wards and be there night and day”. 


We have acquired some additional papers of the Ackland family of Bideford 
general practitioners (MSS.7205-7216), to add to those already in the collec- 
tion, which were presented to the Wellcome Institute Library in 1986 
(MSS.5410-5419). Both accessions were kindly donated by Dr Mark 
Littlewood. The new accession is made up of personal papers, especially of 
Charles Kingsley Ackland (1859-1940), rather than records of the practice as 
in the earlier acquisition. Ackland was sometime dresser to Lister at King’s 
College Hospital, and the collection contains some obstetrical papers from his 
time there, although Lister is not involved. There is also correspondence about 
Ackland’s own daughter who died of tuberculosis. Among the numerous pho- 
tographs is one of Ackland’s visiting carriage, with driver — a reminder of the 


country GP’s typical form of transport before the advent of the Austin Seven. 


Other manuscripts acquired during the year included legal documents relat- 
ing to the administration of the estate of Sir Rochester Carr (d. ¢.1695), 
lunatic (MS.7143); a notebook of medical and household recipes compiled 
by one Sarah Draper, eighteenth century (MS.7158); an annotated Bristol 
pharmacopoeia (1816) (MS.7218); an English veterinary miscellany, com- 
prising lecture notes, recipes, prescriptions and accounts, nineteenth century 
(MSS.7159-7162); phrenological and graphological ‘characters’, mid-nine- 
teenth century, the former endorsed “wonderfully correct” (MS.7157); testi- 
monials and other material relating to Octavius William Hoffman MRCS 
(f1.1854-1899), donated by Mr David Hoffman (MS.7149); the recipe book 
of Thomas Grimshaw (f1.1876-1902), chemist and druggist, London 
(MS.7144); notes of lectures on anatomy and physiology taken at Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson Hospital London, 1943-1946, given by Mr Arthur Rayner 
(MS.7142); and papers relating to the medical triptych in the rooms of the 
Regius Professor of Medicine, Oxford, late twentieth century (MS.7163). 


Autograph Letters 

We continue to acquire individual autograph letters, although following the 
policy decision announced in the Introduction to this Review these are imme- 
diately integrated into the manuscripts series, unless an autograph letter file 
already exists for the writer in question. This year saw the accession of a num- 
ber of interesting items. In Annual Review, 1994/95, we reported the acquisi- 
tion of a letter to the eighteenth-century apothecary and botanist Richard 
Pulteney (1730-1801); this year we purchased another letter to Pulteney, from 
Dr William Watson (1715-1787), describing how some cinnamon trees were 
brought to England from Madeira through the agency of the physician 
William Heberden (1710-1801). Also from the eighteenth century, we have 
acquired a letter by Richard Kentish MD (1739?-1792), describing his 
researches on Cinchona bark in the same year (1784) that he published his 
Experiments and Observations on a New Species of Bark, setting out his conclu- 
sions (MS.7156). 


Moving to the nineteenth century, we have bought a letter from Valentine 
Mott (1785-1865) to John Coakley Lettsom (1812), describing “a very malignant 
and fatal ... Peripneumony” in New York, as well as his appointment as 


Professor of Surgery at Columbia University. Coincidentally, Mott also 


features in another letter purchased this year, as the recipient of a letter from a 
certain R Worthington (1831) on neuralgia, with case studies from his own 
experience. In other nineteenth-century letters acquired this year, Sophia 
Mathilda (d.1844), daughter of the Duke of Gloucester and niece of George 
III, discusses the virtues of Iceland moss as a medicine and foodstuff 
(MS.7155); Catherine Gladstone (d.1900), wife of the statesman, advises a cor- 
respondent with rheumatism (MS.7154); Elizabeth Garrett Anderson 
(1836-1917) discusses whether a patient’s window should be opened or not 
(1878); and finally the popular Victorian Baptist preacher Charles Haddon 
Spurgeon (1834-1892) talks of a recent illness, recovery from which has been 
assisted by the healthy air of Upper Norwood (1888). 


Three letters acquired during the year have been added to existing manuscript 
numbers. A letter by Charles George Gordon, ‘of Khartoum’ (1833-1885), 
describing casualties among his staff in Equatoria (1875) — “these fellows had 
to be positively shipped off and I dare say think I was hard on them, though 19 
out of 20 would have left them to quietly die” — has been added to the Gordon 
letters described in Annual Review, 1991/92 (MS.6894). Two letters from 
Joseph Lister (1832-1912) (1890, 1901) presented by the Lister Institute, were 
added to the Lister letters grouped under MS.6200. 


A figure who is of peripheral interest as a medical man, but acquired lasting 
notoriety as a murderer, is represented in one of the year’s more bizarre acces- 
sions. The letter by Hawley Harvey Crippen (1862-1910), dating from some 
weeks after he murdered his wife, is a specimen of Edwardian junk mail: on 
behalf of the Aural Remedies Company, the doctor urges his correspondent to 
send off for a self-diagnosis kit. Within a few more weeks Crippen would flee 


across the Atlantic, only to be arrested at the ship’s destination. 


Other twentieth-century autograph letters acquired during the year included a 
letter from the physiologist Walter Holbrook Gaskell (1847-1914) congratu- 
lating his correspondent on his knighthood and speculating flippantly that 
honours for medical men might form part of a plan to bribe the profession into 
accepting the National Insurance Bill (1911); and two letters presented by 
Dr Ruth Hoffman, one from a German dentist to the superintendent of a 


home for Jewish runaway children in Berlin on means of preventing finger- 


CoreeRinsg Spwiedist 
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Letter from Dr Hawley Harvey Crippen (1862-1910) to a client, 
dated 4 April 1910. Crippen Autograph Letter file 


sucking (1935), carefully signed with the patriotic salutation “Mit deutschen 
Gruss” (MS.7150), the other by a certain F M Deighton describing the 
Camberwell House asylum in 1950. 


CATALOGUING AND INDEXING 


Manuscripts series 

Eighty-three numbers were added to the main manuscripts series during the 
year (MSS.7136-7219), representing both new accessions and earlier acquisi- 
tions newly catalogued. Among the latter, the most significant papers were the 
records of the proprietors of Dr Webster’s Diet Drink, mentioned briefly in 
last year’s Annual Review. These records have been catalogued as 
MSS.7164-7201. Dr Webster’s diet drink was a Georgian universal remedy 
formulated by Joshua Webster MD (17092-1801) in 1742. Amongst others, 
he claimed Benjamin Franklin’s as a successful cure (the American had been 
suffering from a scorbutic complaint), and also ascribed his own longevity to 
occasional doses of the medicine. Although our papers include a copy of the 
recipe signed in an unsteady hand by the aged Webster, all the other surviving 
records are from the nineteenth century or later. The recipe was bequeathed to 
Webster’s wholesaler, Samuel Slee, a Southwark wine and spirit merchant, and 
remained in his family for the rest of the century. The business seems to have 
petered out in the early 1900s and the records were ultimately inherited by a 
descendant living in the West Country. 


Webster's Diet Drink always remained a small business, despite apparently vig- 
orous advertising during the nineteenth century. Pigot’s Commercial Directory 
of the metropolis for 1826-1827 lists 41 medicine warehouses, including 
Slee’s, representing a host of patent and other remedies. There was, therefore, 
plenty of competition. The preponderance of advertising material in the collection 
testifies to the importance of this activity for the success of the business; news- 
papers were monitored, circulars and bills prepared, customers canvassed. At 
both ends of the nineteenth century the gist of the special claims for the diet 
drink was unchanged — it worked when traditional medicine failed. Thus a 
certain Ann Betts wrote in 1824 of the cure of her child afflicted with “measles 
together with teething which brought on a bowel complaint with a constant 
discharge which so reduced him that the bones in several parts of his body 
came through his skin notwithstanding [she] had during the time the assistance 
of Mr Davis of the Southwark Infant Dispensary, and also the doctors of Guy’s 
Hospital, by all of whom he was given over”. On the other hand, one 


J W Walkin, a bronchitic of Lee, Kent, was cured in 1881, after being “given 
up by the eminent medical men under whose care [he] was placed and likewise 


by the hospital and turned away incurable”. 


The drink was promoted as a nonspecific remedy of vegetable composition. In 
reality, the active ingredients included quicksilver and sublimate of mercury; 
this did not prevent the proprietors from warning customers against ‘mercurial 
quacks’. In the cut-throat market for health, truth was the first casualty: 
“Webster! — a foe alike to QUACKS of all degrees, 
Whether they kill from /gnorance, or kill for Fees” 
ran the advertising ditty. The recipe was of course a closely guarded secret, and 
no clue given as to the specific ingredients, vegetable or otherwise, on the mys- 
terious “octagon square-shaped” red and green bottles in which the drink was 


sold, although females were advised to avoid it “at certain times”. 


In addition to cataloguing recent accessions, we continue to add material from 
the uncatalogued backlog to the manuscripts series. Various files of correspon- 
dence that had been grouped by subject were extracted from the Autograph 
Letters sequence and assigned a manuscript number. A quantity of letters written 
in Ceylon in the nineteenth century became MS.7140. A group of papers con- 
cerned with the Royal College of Surgeons (probably, like many items among 
our holdings, part of the autograph collection of the RCS’s nineteenth-century 
librarian, TM Stone), was catalogued as MS.7203. Over 200 letters by botanists 
and agriculturists, chiefly French and dating from the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, are now available as MS.7145. Just under 200 letters by naturalists, 
from the same period and again mainly French, now have the reference 
MS.7152. This particular piece of cataloguing was carried out by Lance Martin, a 
trainee archivist on placement, as was the listing of 16 miscellaneous items on the 
slave trade and its abolition (MS.7151). In the year that Thomas Clarkson 
(1760-1846) belatedly received national recognition for his efforts in the aboli- 


tionist cause, it is pleasing to note the presence of letters by him in this collection. 


Among the older uncatalogued backlog two unidentified Victorian notebooks, 
containing notes on Indian history and mythology, had long lain neglected on our 
shelves. The chance discovery of a companion volume by Dr Peter Friedlander, 


during cataloguing of the Wellcome Hindi Collection last year, has now led to 


hg 


identification of the writer. He was Alexander Kinloch Forbes (1821-1865), 
author of Ras Mala, Hindu Annals of Western India with Particular Reference to 
Gujarat (1856). The notebooks are the survivors of a once much larger collection 
of research materials from which the published work was compiled, although they 
contain a good deal of additional matter and indeed Forbes continued to add to 
them after publication of Ras Mala. They were purchased at Hodgson’s, London, 
in 1929. The notebooks have been catalogued as MSS.7137-7139. 


Many users of the Wellcome Library will have consulted Sue Goldie’s invalu- 
able guide to Florence Nightingale’s correspondence. A great many photo- 
copied letters — Sue Goldie’s working papers for that project — are held by the 
Western Manuscripts Department. Hitherto these were treated as a separate 
collection and, with the exception of the letters by Florence Nightingale her- 
self, were difficult for readers to consult. This year Chris Hilton made a start 
on sorting this material and integrating it with the main manuscripts series. At 
the time of writing this project is still in progress and a full catalogue entry has 
yet to appear; however Florence Nightingale’s own letters have been completed 
and are now available via the usual channels as MSS.8991-9015. Next year will 
see the completion of the task, with the letters by and to other members of 


Florence Nightingale’s family joining them. 


Ticehurst House Hospital Archive 
One of the Department of Western Manuscripts’ most significant holdings is the 
archive of Ticehurst House Hospital, Sussex. The historical part of the archive 
was integrated some years ago into the manuscripts series as MSS.6245-6790. 
However, the hospital is still very much a going concern and continues to trans- 
fer recent material to us, which will ultimately form the research data for the his- 
tory of Ticehurst during the late twentieth century. Several such transfers have 
taken place in the last two years. Once a reasonable quantity of material had been 
accumulated, Chris Hilton invested a fortnight in sorting the files and producing 
a finding aid for use in fielding the administrative enquiries received from the 
hospital’s managers. However, the recently transferred files have not been inte- 
grated into the manuscripts sequence as they are not yet available to researchers. 
All the records of Ticehurst remain the property of the hospital and access to 
them is at the discretion of the hospital authorities. Besides, clinical records of 


patients are subject to a 100-year closure period, in line with NHS practice. 


¥2 


Barlow papers 
Pressure of other work has so far prevented the final completion of the 
catalogue and index to the papers of Sir Thomas Barlow and family. It is 


hoped to make this available to readers shortly. 


Hodgkin papers 
Editing of the large catalogue and index to the Hodgkin family collection was com- 
pleted by Chris Hilton at the end of 1995. The two-volume finding aid is now 
available in the Library and the papers may be requested via the usual channels. 


Autograph Letters Collection 

In the last two Annual Reviews of the work of the Western Manuscripts 
Department there were descriptions of the trial database of Autograph Letters 
set up by Chris Hilton, with the assistance of Jeannette Lake, the Wellcome 
Institute’s Systems Librarian. The purpose of this exercise was to assess how 
effectively the Library’s WILDCat automated cataloguing system could accom- 
modate the special requirements of manuscripts cataloguing, and to evaluate 
how long the creation of a database for the large Autograph Letters Collection 
would take. This assessment was completed during the year. 


From the outset, the Autograph Letters Collection had seemed an ideal candidate 
for computer cataloguing since it is made up of thousands of discrete individual 
documents which could be satisfactorily described using modified bibliographic 
terminology. Yet it became apparent that the creation of a computer record for 
each individual item in the collection was impracticable. Besides its undoubted 
riches, the collection contains vast numbers of trivial letters and documents of 
negligible research interest. Apart from the length of time required to catalogue 
the collection at individual document level, any search on the completed database 
would yield a huge list of ‘hits’ in which the material of importance was drowned 
in a sea of ephemera. To address this problem the number of records in the data- 
base would need to be drastically reduced, either by selective cataloguing or 
wholesale removal of problematical material to the main manuscripts series for 


more cursory treatment, thus threatening to devalue the entire project. 


It was clear that there was no logical reason to treat the Autograph Letters 


Collection any differently from the main manuscripts series; both should be 


15 


treated as one in decisions concerning automated access to the records, in the 
wider context of the Wellcome Library’s current search for WILDCat’s replace- 
ment. In the meantime, conventional access to the Autograph Letters 
Collection remains unsatisfactory, dependent as it is on an elderly and unreli- 
able card index in the Poynter Room. We now intend to transfer the files into 
the main manuscripts series, cataloguing their contents on a collective basis, 
and refoldering as necessary. The card index will continue to be required for 
some years whilst this gradual process takes place, and will be amended as 
appropriate. New accessions of individual autograph letters will continue to 
enter the Autograph Letters Collection, and to be registered in the card index, 
as long as a file exists to accommodate them; in other cases they will be imme- 


diately integrated into the manuscripts series. 
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CONSERVATION 


The Western Manuscripts Department enjoyed the services of both in-house 
and external conservators during 1995/96. Anna Wise of the Wellcome 
Library’s Conservation Department produced conservation boxes for two 
recent acquisitions: Ann Fanshawe’s recipe book (MS.7113) and the 
Elizabethan compendium mentioned last year (MS.7117), and for two manu- 
scripts loaned for exhibition in Italy (MSS.211 and 5650). She also undertook 
minor repairs on some of these items, and treated one of our copies of Ripley’s 
Scroll (MS.692) prior to its display in ‘Abracadabra’, the exhibition on magic 
and medicine. Meanwhile Barbara Luff continued to refolder the oversize doc- 


uments in the collection; those up to and including MS.5187 have so far been 


refoldered. 


An external conservator treated a number of loose documents, including four 
files of letters by the eighteenth-century mathematician Leonhard Euler 
(MS.5152), a number of letters from William Beatty to Lady Hamilton 
(MS.6242), two documents by Mary Anning (1799-1847) from the 
Autograph Letters Collection, and an early eighteenth-century memorandum 
on hypochondria (MS.1723/4). At the time of writing, the same conservator 


had a number of other items in hand, to be reported next year. 


The items from the Hodgkin papers mentioned last year were returned 


conserved. 
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READERS AND ENQUIRIES 


Some 164 individual readers consulted Western Manuscripts and/or Autograph 
Letters during 1995/96, an increase on the previous year of about 17 per cent. 
Total reader visits were also up, from 327 in 1994/95 to 365 in 1995/96. 
External enquiries answered by post or E-mail numbered 118, apart from rou- 
tine responses to requests for publications and also excluding contributions to 


enquiries answered by other departments. 


Among the department’s holdings, the medieval manuscripts, early modern 
alchemical texts, seventeenth-century recipe books by women, and the records 
of Ticehurst Hospital were all in strong demand. The popularity of women’s 
history in particular continued to keep our manuscripts in gainful employment. 
Other subjects of research during the year included Leonhard Euler, eigh- 
teenth-century medical correspondence, anti-slavery, Edward Jenner (in the 
vaccination bicentenary year), naval hospitals, Etienne Geoffroy St Hilaire, the 
history of tropical medicine, Joanna Baillie, female lunatics, Florence 
Nightingale, the history of cookery, TH Huxley and many more. We provided 
assistance to three projects for the publication of historical correspondence: The 
Linnaean Correspondence, Tomas Anfalt (ed.), Uppsala; the supplement to The 
Letters of Mrs Gaskell, J V Chapple (ed.), Hull; and The Papers of Robert 
Morrison, J Barton Starr (ed.), Hong Kong. 
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REPROGRAPHY 


Requests for new microfilm of some 21 manuscripts were received, in addition 
to orders for positive copies of existing negatives held in the Medical 
Photographic Library. Most such requests are from scholars abroad, including 
this year, for example, from France, Germany and Italy. We have also met a 
significant demand for both photocopies of loose papers and hard-copy prints 


from microfilm. 
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PAPERS AND PUBLICATIONS 


Chris Hilton’s article “The Hodgkin family papers’, mentioned in last year’s Annual 
Review, appeared in Medical History (1996) 40: 90-104. Copies were distributed to 
members of the Hodgkin family and to other repositories holding related material. 
A shortened version of the article, ‘Philanthropy in action: the Hodgkin family col- 
lection’, appeared in The Wellcome Trust Review (1996) 5: 45-47. The Hodgkin 
theme continued when Chris was asked to contribute a new article on John 
Hodgkin (1800-1875), the brother of the physician Thomas Hodgkin 
(1798-1866), to the New Dictionary of National Biography. 


Chris Hilton also delivered a paper on “The stethoscope, the sewer and the patent 
pill: medical records of the metropolis’, at the conference on archives and the 
metropolis held at the Barbican Centre in July 1996, and prepared a version for the 
published proceedings, due to appear in Spring 1997. The paper — a general plea 
for the significance of medical records as sources for social and cultural history — 
argued the importance of information pooling exercises and sought to publicize the 
Medical Archives and Manuscripts Survey (MAMS). Chris also contributed short 
pieces on MAMS to the Friends of the Wellcome Institute Newsletter, the Newsletter 
of the Society of Archivists, Metropolitan Lines, the newsletter of the Greater London 
Archives Network (GLAN), and the London Archive Users Forum Newsletter, brief 
announcements were run in the Library Association Record and Museums Journal. A 


longer article on the MAMS project is due to appear in the next issue of Archives. 


Richard Aspin’s article on John Evelyn’s anatomical tables, mentioned last 
year, appeared in Medical History (1995) 39: 493-499. An article on the Lister 
papers in the Wellcome collections was prepared for publication in volume 41. 
Reverting to the subject of an earlier article in Medical History, a revision of the 
entry on Sir Thomas Barlow was submitted for the New Dictionary of National 
Biography. \n addition, short contributions were supplied to 77p3 (on anaes- 
thesia) and the Friends of the Wellcome Institute Newsletter (on Jenner). 


A great deal of editorial work on the Catalogue of Western Manuscripts 
(MSS.5120-6788) was undertaken, although at the time of writing the task is 
far from complete. Conversion of the original text into Wellcome ‘house style’ 
has proved very time-consuming. It is hoped to make a major impact on this 


catalogue in the year 1996/97. 
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MEETINGS, VISITS AND EXHIBITIONS 


The staff of the department shared the work of introducing the Western 
Manuscripts Collection to the many outside groups and societies that visit the 
Wellcome Institute Library. Chris Hilton gave short talks on separate occasions 
in November 1995 to Finnish students of English history and librarians from 
the Warburg Institute. In April 1996 he joined staff of the Contemporary 
Medical Archives Centre (CMAC) to speak about archival holdings and cata- 
loguing procedures to students of archives administration from Liverpool 
University, and in the same month talked to archives students on work experi- 
ence placement at the Wellcome Library. In May he joined other Library staff 
in providing a view ‘behind the scenes’ for Friends of the Wellcome Institute. 
Finally, in August, Chris took part in a tour of the Library for staff of the Royal 
Institute of British Architects. 


Richard Aspin talked to librarians from the National Art Library in October 
1995, BSc students on the intercalated course on separate occasions during the 
same month, and students attached to the Institute of Historical Research in 
April 1996. Other visitors he addressed included members of the Society of 
Bibliophiles of Cape Town in May, members of the Private Libraries 
Association in June, and Fellows of the Hunterian Society in September 1996. 
On most of these occasions a selection of manuscripts was displayed, and in the 
case of the Hunterian Society meeting in September a full exhibition of materi- 
al from that Society’s collection held on deposit in the Wellcome Library was 


shown. 


An exhibition to mark the centenary of the death of Pasteur was mounted in 
the Reading Room in November 1995 by Richard Aspin and Ken Arnold, the 
Wellcome Trust’s Exhibitions Unit Manager, using exhibits from most of the 
Library’s collections. The display happily coincided with the visit to the 
Wellcome Trust of M Mérieux, Chairman of the Fondation Mérieux of Lyons, 
supplier of vaccines to the Institut Pasteur. Richard Aspin also cooperated with 
Ken Arnold in mounting the Jenner and vaccination Library exhibition in May 
1996. In the same month a selection of medieval manuscripts was displayed in 
the fourth floor lecture room on the occasion of the workshop on medieval 


medical manuscripts in the British Isles, which was attended by Richard Aspin. 


io 


Various items were shown by Professor Vivian Nutton in March to BSc stu- 
dents in the seminar room under Chris Hilton’s supervision. Other manu- 
scripts were used in the main exhibition gallery displays, ‘Materia Medica’, 
from November 1995, and ‘Abracadabra’, from May 1996. 


Two external exhibitions made use of items from the collection during 
1995/96. A display concerning the culinary tradition in Europe, mounted first 
in Prato and later Riva del Garda, employed two fifteenth-century manuscripts, 
one English, the other Italian. Chris Hilton collected the items from Italy 
when the exhibition finished in July 1996. 


The Arts Council touring exhibition, “The Inner Eye’, showing, at the time of 
writing, at the Manchester City Art Gallery, used a selection of materials from 


the Iconographic and Western Manuscripts Collections. 


Richard Aspin attended the meeting of the Association for Manuscripts and 
Archives in Research Collections (AMARC) in December 1995, on 
‘Preparation for manuscript studies’, and meetings of the Inter Society group 
on anniversaries and Linnean Society Library Committee later in the year, all 
in London. Chris Hilton attended meetings of the Society of Archivists’ 
Specialist Repositories and Information Technology groups, at York and 
Southampton respectively; discussion at the latter meeting centred on making 
computerized archive catalogues available on the Internet. He also attended a 


course on German script at the Institute of Historical Research. 
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MEDICAL ARCHIVES 
AND MANUSCRIPTS SURVEY (MAMS) 


Chris Hilton surveyed the collections of the London Boroughs of Bexley, 
Greenwich, Harrow, Hillingdon, Kingston and Sutton, as well as those of 
Gunnersbury Park Museum, the House of Lords Record Office, the London 
School of Economics and the Royal College of Psychiatrists. He also brought 
together information from various sources to compile an entry for the Medical 
Society of London, and drafted a short entry for Dulwich College. The various 
pieces Chris wrote to publicize the MAMS project are noted above. 


Richard Aspin spent a good deal of time consolidating descriptions of the med- 
ical-related contents of the varied collections of the British Library. Much work 
on the Additional and Egerton Manuscripts had already been achieved by 
Richard Palmer, his predecessor as Curator of Western Manuscripts. Most of 
the outstanding work involved integrating the Foundation collections into the 
report. He also revised the existing MAMS entry for the National Army 


Museum. 


Staff of the CMAC, with whom MAMS is a joint project, surveyed the hold- 
ings of the London Boroughs of Barking, Brent, Haringey, Redbridge and 
Richmond, as well as those of the British Institute of Radiology and the 
College of Radiologists and Society of Radiologists, the British Paediatric 
Association, the National Institute of Medical Research, the Royal College of 
Midwives, the Marx Memorial Library and the Zoological Society of London. 
The large entry on the holdings of the Public Record Office was nearing com- 
pletion at the end of the reporting year. 


In view of the imminent completion of the London section of the MAMS sur- 
vey, a good deal of consideration was devoted to questions of editing, indexing 
and publication. Specimen entries were passed to an outside editor for an edi- 


torial trial, and useful conclusions drawn. 


Pa 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Richard Aspin continued to act as Poynter Room (Rare Materials Reading 
Room) Manager, responsible for the day-to-day administration of the room 
and its systems. As in previous years, he collated and tabulated statistics of use, 
which continued to show a year-on-year rise in reader visits, up to 2770 from 
2500 the previous year. He also served on the Library Information System 
Search Party (LISSP), which met eight times during the year. He continued to 
act as the Institute’s representative on the Advisory Editorial Board of 77p3 — 
the Wellcome Trust’s funding newsletter — and to serve as a member of the 


Linnean Society Library Committee. 


Chris Hilton supervised the work of Lance Martin, a student on the 
Aberystwyth University archives administration course, who spent a week with 
the department in the spring. He later devoted a great deal of time and effort 
to the working party on promotion of the Library, set up by the Librarian fol- 
lowing the recommendation of the Report of the Library Working Party (the 
Hunt Report), February 1996. Chris acted as secretary to the working party, 
which met seven times between June and September, and drafted the substan- 


tial and well-received report. 
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